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E. O. 11652: DECON 5/30/74 
TAGS: BEXP, BIND, ECON, MA 
SUBJ: COLGATE- PALMOLIVE 
REF: TANANARIVE 717 

1 . PASSED ON SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL TO COLGATE- PALMOLIVE 
EXECUTIVES MAY 30. 

2. GROUP PLANNING TO LEAVE FOR AFRICAN TRIP JUNE 5. THEY 
WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY VIEWS ON DESIRABILITY OF VISITING 
TANANARIVE IN LATE JUNE TO DISCUSS POSSIBILITIES OF 
MOUNTING JOINT VENTURE IN ONE OR MORE LINES, E. G. 
DETERGENTS, TOOTHPASTE, IN WHICH COMPANY IS INTERESTED. 

( FYI - THEY APPRECIATE THAT THIS IS SOMEWHAT DIFFICULT 
PERIOD TO OBTAIN APPROVAL FOR NEW INVESTMENT PROJECT, BUT 
DESIRE TO KEEP LINES OPEN IN FACE OF POSSIBLE COMPETITION 
FROM UNILEVER.) 

3. APPRECIATE EMBASSY VIEWS BY COB JUNE 4 IF POSSIBLE. 
EMBASSY WILL BE INFORMED OF DATE OF PROPOSED VISIT IF 
DECISION IS AFFIRMATIVE. RUSH 
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